June 7, 2016

Amya Myanna Luz Aviles, Marrell Tyler II, and
Kelechi Greene.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to the newest life members of the Gary branch
of the NAACP, as well as Stephen Mays, the
current Gary NAACP president, Cynthia and
Mamon Powers Jr., who are Honorary Chairs,
and all members of the organization for their
extraordinary efforts and tremendous leader-
ship. These outstanding men and women
have worked tirelessly to improve the quality
of life for all residents of Indiana’s First Con-
gressional District, and for that they are to be
commended.

————

HONORING ANDREW “ANDY”’
HYMAN

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Andrew “Andy” Hyman of Marin
County, California, for his selection as the
Trustee of the Year at the 2016 Golden Bell
Awards Ceremony, presented by the Marin
County Office of Education in collaboration
with the Marin County School Board Associa-
tion and other local civic organizations. A
member of the Dixie School District Board of
Trustees, Mr. Hyman has spent more than a
decade advocating for and advising the district
and its students.

As a member who served two terms as
president of the Dixie School Board, Mr.
Hyman has devoted thousands of hours on
vital committees and efforts. He led a district-
wide transportation committee to lower home-
to-school transportation costs, and helped ini-
tiate green purchasing and recycling policies.
Additionally, he led efforts to create the first
district-wide anti-bullying policy, and has
worked to improve nutrition in school lunches.

Mr. Hyman has been a consistent leader in
our community across a range of issues af-
fecting our schools. From organizing rallies to
working with local legislators, he has been a
consistent and effective voice for our students
and their opportunities for success.

The Golden Bell Awards celebrate public
education in Marin County by recognizing out-
standing teachers and supportive community
partners. Each year, they select an exemplary
educator, classified employee, teacher, and
trustee for recognition.

Mr. Speaker, it is therefore fitting that we
honor and thank Andrew “Andy” Hyman for
his contributions to students and public edu-
cation in Marin County and California.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF MIKE
PONTIUS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mourn the passing of Michael “Mike” Pontius,
who served the city of Freeport, lllinois, as a
firefighter for nearly 14 years before retiring
due to injuries sustained on the job.
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A dedicated firefighter and a loving husband
and father, Mike had a warm and outgoing
presence in his community. In addition to serv-
ing as a firefighter, he gave back to his alma
mater, Aquin High School, throughout his life.
When Mike wasn’t cheering for the Aquin Bull-
dogs, he was rooting on the Chicago Cubs
and the Chicago Bears. He is survived by his
wife, Dawn, and his children, Josh, Jerek, Jor-
dan, and Kirsten.

Mr. Speaker, as the wife of a sheriff, | know
how important it is to support our first re-
sponders, and | am forever grateful for the
service Mike provided to the Freeport commu-
nity. While we commemorate Mike’s life, and
his dedication to his family and community, my
thoughts and prayers are with his loved ones
during this difficult time.

———

TRIBUTE TO CALVIN W. McELVAIN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Calvin W.
McElvain of Des Moines, lowa for earning the
Gold Medal of Achievement Award of lowa’s
Royal Ranger Outpost Number 35. The Gold
Medal of Achievement designation is the high-
est advancement rank in the Royal Ranger
Outpost based at Christian Life Assembly of
Des Moines.

To earn this Gold Medalist rank, Calvin
McElvain completed 47 skill merits, 213 Bible
lessons, and 35 hours of community service.
Beyond those opportunities, Calvin also com-
pleted a service project by transforming the
Christian Life Assembly Church’s modest fire
ring into a first rate campsite with a mason fire
ring and anchored benches.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family and community
demonstrates the rewards of hard work, dedi-
cation, and perseverance. | am honored to
represent Calvin McElvain and his family in
the United States Congress. | know that all of
my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating him
on obtaining the Gold Medal of Achievement
ranking, and | wish him continued success in
his future education and career.
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on
Roll Call No. 229 on motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 4889, the Kelsey Smith
Act, | am not recorded because | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted NO.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 230 on motion
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 3998, the
Securing Access to Networks in Disasters Act,
| am not recorded because | was unavoidably
detained. Had | been present, | would have
voted YES.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 231 on order-
ing the Previous Question on H. Res. 743, the
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rule providing for consideration of H.R. 5055,
Energy and Water Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017; | am not
recorded because | was unavoidably detained.
Had | been present, | would have voted YES.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 232, on adop-
tion of H. Res. 743, the rule providing for con-
sideration of H.R. 5055, Energy and Water
Development and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2017; | am not recorded be-
cause | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted YES.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 233, Ordering
the Previous Question on H. Res. 742, the
rule providing for consideration of House
Amendment to Senate Amendment to H.R.
2576, TSCA Modernization Act of 2015 and
H.R. 897, Zika Vector Control Act, | am not re-
corded because | was unavoidably detained.
Had | been present, | would have voted YES.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 234 Adoption
of H. Res. 742, the rule providing for consider-
ation of House Amendment to Senate Amend-
ment to H.R. 2576, TSCA Modernization Act
of 2015 and H.R. 897, Zika Vector Control Act
| am not recorded because | was unavoidably
detained. Had | been present, | would have
voted YES.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 235 on motion
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 5077, the
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2017, | am not recorded because | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted YES.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 236 on Motion
to Recommit with Instructions H.R. 897, the
Zika Vector Control Act, | am not recorded be-
cause | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted NO.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 237 on pas-
sage of H.R. 897, the Zika Vector Control Act,
| am not recorded because | was unavoidably
detained. Had | been present, | would have
voted YES.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 238, on con-
curring in the Senate Amendment with an
Amendment to H.R. 2576, the Frank R. Lau-
tenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century
Act, | am not recorded because | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted YES.

———

HONORING REVEREND PHARIS D.
EVANS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to stand before you and my colleagues
today to congratulate Reverend Pharis D.
Evans on his 55th anniversary as Pastor of
Clark Road Missionary Baptist Church in Gary,
Indiana. For his lifetime of leadership and tire-
less dedication to his congregation and to the
community in Gary and beyond, he is worthy
of the highest praise. In his honor, a
celebratory banquet hosted by Clark Road
Missionary Baptist Church will take place on
June 13, 2016.

Pharis Evans graduated from Haywood High
School in Brownsville, Tennessee. As a young
boy, his passion for theology grew from the
church services he attended, and he knew
early on that he was destined to be a preach-
er. He studied theology at Chicago Baptist In-
stitute and continued his studies at Calumet
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